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sometimes described as concealed hypospadias. In other cases the glans,
which is broadened and flattened from before backwards, has a shallow
groove with the opening of the urethra at the bottom of it. The glans
is covered on its dorsal surface by the prepuce which is absent on the
ventral surface as also is the frenum, and the prepuce is described as a
hood over the glans.

Penile            In the penile type the opening is anywhere on the ventral surface of

the penis between the coronal sulcus and the peno-scrotal junction.
There is generally a shallow groove leading from the opening to the
glans. The same deformities are present as in the glandular type, namely,
the flattened glans and the hooded prepuce, but, in addition, a fibrous
cord extends from the meatus to the glans and draws these two points

Curvature of together, producing curvature of the penis. This is noticeable in the

perns            flaccid condition of the penis but when erection occurs it is most

Chordee marked, producing the condition known as chordee. The farther the
external meatus is from its normal position on the glans the more
marked is the chordee.

Peno-scrotal In the peno-scrotal type the opening is at the junction of penis and
scrotum. The same deformities are present and chordee is marked.

Scrotal           In. the scrotal type the scrotum is generally cleft with one testis in

each half. The penis is very much drawn down and hidden by the
redundant preputial fold.

Perinea! In the perineal type the genital region resembles that in the female and
a mistake may be made in determining the sex of the infant. The scrotum
is entirely bifid and, as there may be an associated mal-descent of the
testes, the two halves of the scrotum resemble the labia majora. The
penis is small and contracted, resembling the hypertrophied clitoris.

(c)  Clinical Picture

Only the penile portion of the urethra is affected in hypospadias and
the normal control of micturition is not influenced in any way. The
abnormal opening of the urethra, however, is very liable to be small,
so that symptoms of urinary obstruction may be produced. If a child
without any obvious deformity complains of difficulty in micturition
or even acute retention, concealed hypospadias must be borne in mind.
Other symptoms which may call attention to the deformity are associ-
ated with the urinary stream or the act of coitus. The stream is directed
downwards and a male child may have to urinate in the squatting
position. Owing to the congenital chordee, coitus may be difficult or
impossible. Finally, in extreme cases, errors may be made in the
determination of sex and a male child brought up as a female (see
Vol. V, p. 366).

(d)  Treatment

Glandular hypospadias and the lesser degrees of penile hypospadias
may cause no disability to the patient and do not call for treatment.
The presence, however, of a stricture or, in the more advanced degrees,
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